
                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Who Is Talking about Living? by El Instante  

 

22nd October – 7th November 2020 

 

 
 

The SCAN London space will present the exhibition “Who is talking about Living?” which will bring for 

the first time to the United Kingdom the video fiction with the same title, directed and produced by 

El Instante, with the original and edited work created around the performance that took place in the 

Prado Museum in March 2019. 

 

The exhibition will open at SCAN Projects, 469, Bethnal Green Road London E2 9QH, on Thursday, 

October 22nd and can be visited until Saturday, November 7th, 2020. Open Thursdays through 

Sundays from 13:00 to 18:00 p.m. or by appointment. 

 

 

  The Instant at the Prado Museum 

 

The work that El Instante sets out to carry out in the Prado Museum in 2018 has evolved through additional 

experiences, events and critical reflection since then to its current form. The objective of the Instant was to 
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introduce a contemporary gaze into museums, such as El Prado. Initially, The format of fashion show was 

considered -Designers literally glued to the complex contemporary reality, with cyborg boys and girls who 

commit suicide , and the sorts.. - but an opportunity to collaborate with the Cervantes and the La Abadía 

theatre arose; José Luis Gómez was working on making a stage version of Persiles and Sigismunda and 

requested the collaboration of JM Sicilia, El Instante, and the director of the Reina Sofía Museum for the 

project. It involved a long and complex process, but evolving the play into little sketches was perfect as a 

Trojan horse to accomplish El Instante’s main goal; Through ACE- Accion Cultural Espanola, supporter and 

endowing the funds, El Intante offered the project to the Prado Museum as part of their Bicentenary 

celebrations. The plot worked. 

 

Persiles’ narrative allowed us to devise a ‘boat’ in which everyone was involved in the action and from 

where it was possible to reflect on what was going to happen, the foreseen and the unforeseen, at all levels; 

To prepare a classic action with a contemporary flair. We invited three film directors so that once in the 

Prado they could do whatever they wanted, saw or heard. Pablo Llorca, Gabriel Velázquez and Javier 

Rebollo were chosen to react to the action and were joined by José María Sicilia from El Instante with the 

mission of documenting the whole performance; Tomas Marco composed music as background music for 

the Prado. The singers Soledad Cardoso and Xavier Mendoza, a chamber group from the Reina Sofía School 

of Music, the man statue that poses at the doors of the museum, the singer Santiago Auserón, the dancer 

Mónica García, the architect Juan Navarro Baldeweg, the performer Fátima Miranda, Marisa Pons, a 

whistler, and the rowers, four bodybuiders, Jimmy Atienza, Paco Barea, David González and Víctor Béjar 

joined in as well as friends and extras. 

 

The work, therefore, was not the staging that took place in the Prado on 3/27/2019. The filmed action 

following the route marked by rowers before certain paintings, an itinerary dotted with music, songs, dance 

and reflections on art was only part of the source material. In addition the unaware participation of 

spectators as well as directors and museum guides from El Prado, chance and the unscripted evolution of 

events on the day (as in its dress rehearsal performed the night before, the action was misunderstood and 

censored by the museum directors) became material for the work. The action was carried out on the 

scheduled day at the indicated time but shortly after it disappeared from the agenda of the Museum's 

bicentennial events without explanation, as it had never happened.  Understanding the reason for this 

censorship has provided purpose to to continue re-elaborating and creating new work using photomontage, 

video, drawings and texts. The work evolves and is transformed: Persiles and Sigismunda, Surviving El Prado 

or Who talks about living? They welcome under each title ramifications and languages, as many as 

considerations and speculations arise as the public, institutions or critics face their artistic reality. 

 

 

Works in the exhibition: 

 

Video. 

 

• Who talks about living? (2019-2020) 

Fiction video with duration of 0:11:33 

Direction, script and production of El Instante 

With the collaboration of AC / E 



                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Copyright @ 2020 The Instant Productions 

 

 

Original works 

 

• Surviving in El Prado 1. (2019 - 2020) 

Artist: The Instant. 

Technique: Watercolor and pencil on paper. 

Measurements: open, 55 x 185 cm, closed, 55 x 75 cm 

 

• Surviving in El Prado 2. (2019 - 2020) 

Artist: The Instant. 

Technique: Watercolor and pencil on paper. 

Measurements: open, 55 x 185 cm, closed, 55 x 75 cm 

 

Edition 

 

• Surviving in El Prado. (2019-2020) 

Author: The Instant 

Book with 23 images / Ed. 21 books (ed 2/21 and 3/21) 

Closed: 17.5 x 26 cm Open: 17.5 x 52 cm 

 

 

 
 

SCAN- Spanish Contemporary Art Network  
 
SCAN is a non-for-Profit art platform founded in London in 2014 and whose mission is to disseminate the work of 
emerging artists and curators from Spain and Latin America to a UK and international audience. From our Bethnal 
Green space, The SCAN PROJECTS, we foster connections and collaborations between UK and Spanish artists 
through group, paired and individual exhibitions of between 4-6 weeks, and through a Summer Residence, during 
which the space temporarily becomes an artist’s studio. We host public evenings for each exhibition, inviting 
neighbours, collectors and other artists to participate in the event. Whenever possible we organise artists’ open 
talks to present and discuss the current exhibition in the context of current artistic production. We have hosted 
over thirty art shows featuring more than 100 artists since 2015 both in collaboration with partner projects in 
Spain, UK, Germany and Russia or at our project spaces in London. 
 
 

EL INSTANTE FOUNDATION 
 
El Instante is established in Madrid, in 2017, with the aim of carrying out a reflection on the present time in our 
lives. It was conceived as a transversal and multidisciplinary project encouraging collaboration with other 
foundations and institutions. El Instante Foundation has two modes: an institutional one that promotes projects 
and actions of a very different social, scientific and cultural nature, but also as a creative collective, which 
manifests itself through actions and artworks. 
 



                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                             

El Instante, both the Foundation and the artist, brings together a group of people from different fields and 
specialties of science, culture and, naturally, art in an idea of collective action. Since its inception, it has 
presented its own projects or in collaboration with other institutions, exhibitions (Christian Boltanski, Nam June 
Paik or Miguel Ángel Campano) and other exhibition projects around critical themes such as survival, folding, or 
loss. Música en el Instante carries out concerts, coded music and a commissioning program for new music about 
time, food and elegy. Juan Manuel Artero, Jorge Fernández Guerra and Tomás Marco are among some of the 
participating composers. Tomás Marco is currently working with the composers David del Puerto, Jesús Rueda 
and Javier Arias in a Zarzuela entitled "Se Vende"(For Sale), on public overexposure in contemporary society, 
covid19 and corruption. El Instante as an artist has conceived, among other projects, installations such as “Mudar 
de Piel”; the actions "Time Auction" or "Hoshikuzu Yatai", the latter in Japan and "Persiles and Sigismunda" in the 
Prado Museum. 
 
El Instante Ediciones produces artist books such as the photo book "Las Patrañas de Miguel Ángel Campano" by 
Javier Campano, its own series such as "Aló Presidente" or in collaboration with the National Calcography, the 
"Dream Library", from images created by not artists. 
 
In addition, El Instante organises a Residency Program that welcomes artists and non-artists in their desire to 
build bridges between people and knowledge, offering a suitable space for work and reflection.

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

469 Bethnal Green road,  
London, E2 9QH. 
www.scan-arte.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Calle Palos de la Frontera, nº 20,  
28012 Madrid 
http://www.elinstantefundacion.org 
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